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NSSA Sunday School Encyclopedia 
Vol. 8, 1957, 160 pages, $1.50 

The NSSA Sunday School Encyclopedia is a collec- 
tion of informative outlines on every phase of Sunday 
School work. 

It is prepared annually by many of the nation’s 
leading authorities in Christian education. 

Every department in the Sunday School from Cradle 
to Adults and Home department is covered. Organiza- 
tion, methods, promotion, publicity, and programming 
are fully treated. 

Many related activities such as children’s church, 
weekday clubs, counselling, and weekly youth meet- 
ings are discussed. Although the Sunday School is 
highlighted, the encyclopedia is a complete work on 
every phase of Christian education on the local church 
level. 

Volume 8 is a compilation of the materials which 
were presented at the twelfth national convention of 
the National Sunday School Association. Over seventy 
different phases of Christian education are treated 
by ninety-eight Sunday School experts. 





Please note the following change of address for 
the Church of God Ohio State Offices: 


FROM: Church of God State Headquarters 
1022 E. Columbus Street 
Columbus 6, Ohio 
Phone: CLearbrook 2-5721 


Church of God—Ohio State Offices 
1014 Frebis Avenue 

Columbus 6, Ohio 

Phone: Hickory 3-4625 


To: 





Cc. E. French has been appointed to serve as pastor 
of the Benton, Illinois, Church of God and his new 
a is: 346 McFall Street, Benton, Illinois, Phone 





Anyone knowing the whereabouts of Robert Haire, 
12; Stanley Haire, 10; and Mary Haire, 8, please con- 
tact Rev. and Mrs. Sabie Parramore, 1616 Preston 
Street, South, St. Petersburg, Florida. These are our 
grandchildren, and we would like very much to locate 
them. 
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every Christian, especially young Christians. It 

is true that many people actually do not know 
how to pray, but have from childhood considered 
prayer as merely the giving to God a list of things 
desired. When people think that prayer consists of 
nothing sweeter and more precious than that of telling 
God the things we need or want, they reduce prayer 
from what it actually is to the commonplaceness of 
giving a grocery order on the telephone. It is little 
wonder that people find it so difficult to pray when 
their understanding of prayer is so incomplete. 

If your understanding of prayer is incomplete or a 
little childish, you are in no worse state than the 
disciples once were. On one occasion they came to the 
Lord after He had been in a season of prayer and 
said, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his 
disciples” (Luke 11:1). Jesus did not rebuke His dis- 
ciples for asking to be taught to pray, but He an- 
swered their request by giving them what is commonly 
called the Lord’s Prayer. To desire to know how to 
pray is a perfectly natural thing for any Christian. 
More than any other one thing we need to know 
how to pray effectually and acceptably. 


God will hear any sincere petition of the soul, 
whether it is a short prayer or a lengthy one, and 
there are times when distress forces us to cry to God 
for immediate relief. We make a mistake, however, 
when we make praying of that type our principal 
prayer life. There must be earnest, unhurried prayer, 
when we have time to isolate ourselves from the cares 
of life and find a sweet communion with God the 
Father. It is in such times as these that your soul 
will receive its strength and growth. You cannot con- 
sider yourself a person of prayer when your prayer 
life is principally that of saying grace at meals, or 
uttering a brief prayer at your bedside, or simply 
asking God for the things you desire. Real prayer is 
deeper and sweeter and richer than any of this. 

The Lord responded to the disciples’ request by say- 
ing, “After this manner therefore pray ye” (Matthew 
6:9). Christ did not necessarily mean that the disciples 
should memorize His words and quote them as a 
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prayer, such as we do today. This is a very good 
practice, but His real purpose was to give the disciples 
a model, or pattern of prayer. We shall call it a guide 
or blueprint of prayer. Architects draw blueprints to 
show how buildings should be built. Christ gave the 
Lord’s Prayer to show us how we should pray, but it is 
no more the prayer itself than the blueprint is the 
house itself. Real prayer is not the quoting of the 
words Jesus said, but it is following that prayer as an 
outline. Christ told His disciples that real prayer should 
be after this manner: “After this mahner therefore 
pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” 

The words “Our Father” show us that we must pray 
in love and in unity. The Lord will not hear us if we 
have enmity, hatred, or bitterness in our hearts, but 
we must come to Him loving Him and loving our 
fellow man, which entitles us to say “Our Father.” It 
is impossible to really pray to God when we have not 
accepted Him as our Father (Romans 8:15, 16). 

The words “which art in heaven” mean that to 
have our prayer accepted we must believe that God is, 
and that He is a rewarder of those that diligently 
seek Him (Hebrews 11:6). These words, then, tell us 
the condition our souls must be in if our prayer is to 
be heard. To be able to say “our,” we must have 
fellowship with other Christians. To say “Father,” we 
must have made a complete surrender of ourselves to 
Him. To say “which art in heaven,” we must -have 
all faith in the reality of and goodness of God. 

The next part of the blueprint of prayer shows us 
how real prayer is begun. “Hallowed by thy name’ 
means that true prayer is begun by praising and 
adoring the Father. Many people fall on their knees 
and begin immediately to tell the Lord of the many 
things they desire, but Jesus taught us to begin our 
prayer by hallowing the name of the Lord. ~ 

(Continuéd on page 13) 











By George L. Britt 


Greer, South Carolina 


“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promises: that by these ye might be par- 
takers of the divine nature, having escaped the cor- 
ruption that is in the world through lust,” 2 Peter 1:4. 

“For both he that sanctifieth and they who are 
sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not 
ashamed to call them brethren,” Hebrews 2:11. 


What Is 
Holiness? 


BELIEVE IN HOLINESS”; “the Bible teaches ho- 

liness”; “I believe holiness is right.” These and 

like statements are heard almost every week by 
Pentecostal preachers from those who want to show 
their friendship and sympathy with the minister’s 
religious views. The standard, conventional sermon 
on holiness almost always proves that “holiness is 
right” or “the Bible teaches holiness.” It is easy to 
prepare a sermon that proves the Bible teaches holi- 
ness and have it saturated with Scripture references. 
All the members of the Church of God are supposed 
to believe holiness is right. The first church in the 
organization believed holinesss was right; it was called 
the Holiness Church at Camp Creek. 

The startling thing today is the woeful lack of 
understanding of what holiness is and how it is 
obtained. This lack of understanding prevails not only 
among the opponents of holiness, but it also char- 
acterizes too many of the friends of holiness. The 
paramount need today, at least inside the Church, 
is to understand what holiness is and to obtain this 
glorious state. We can proclaim holiness is right from 
the housetops, but it will not bless mankind unless we 
can help them to understand what it is and how to 
obtain it. 

If one will make the effort to investigate the view- 








point of individuals he will find that most persons 
outside the holiness ranks, and some inside, believe 
that holiness is a church denomination. Some believe 
it is a church denomination that believes in emotional- 
ism. Others believe that holiness consists in quitting 
habits such as tobacco, profanity, stealing, shirking 
honest debts, etc. I do not wish to be misunderstood. 
Certainly a person with the experience of holiness 
will refrain from these things. However, if this is all 
@ person can see in holiness it is such a shallow 
and elementary view of this heavenly blessing. These 
are only the lesser fringe benefits of the state of holi- 
ness. One who emphasizes these fringe benefits as the 
essence of holiness is majoring in minors. Many sin- 
ners who have good morals refrain from these things 
without knowing what holiness is. 

All some others see in holiness is the emotional 
thrills received in the initial blessings of salvation 
and an endless chain of emotional thrills. They will 
go to church if there are special singers or if they 
can feel assured of a personal blessing. If it is just 
prayer meeting or if there are only a few persons 
there during the week when a revival is in progress— 
at a time when God especially needs workers—they 
are not disposed to forsake the comforts of home to 
help others. They only go for blessings, not to be a 
blessing. They think they have spiritual depth and 
are only interested in spiritual things when they are 
actually selfish and very shallow spiritually. If they 
had perfected a state of holiness they would have an 
entirely different attitude. 

Some have a more dangerous and subtle view. They 
see the holiness experience as the initial blessings 
of salvation received ten, twenty, or thirty years ago. 
It is pathetic to know how many persons depend on 
a feeling they had years ago. There are those today 
































who will admit how dangerous and unscriptural it is 
to teach eternal security in regeneration; yet they 
seem to believe in eternal security in sanctification 
and the filling with the Spirit. One of these errors 
is as dangerous as the other. This is the point that 
needs clarifying today. If a person has reverted back 
into carnality and a self-centered life, the blessings of 
twenty years ago will not suffice. It is amazing to 
know how many have fallen into this error. They 
think that if they received a certain blessing years 
ago and abstain from major sins, they are secure even 
if every day of their lives is selfishly motivated and 
tinged with carnality. 

Selfishness is the antithesis of holiness. It is the 
carnal nature that is at enmity with God, not just 
the major fruits of that nature. If that nature is 
predominate, a person is at enmity with God even if 
the big sins frowned on by society are suppressed. 
One may practice all the outward rituals of religion 
and appear very religious to his associates, yet he 
cannot enjoy that heavenly communion with God un- 
less his nature and God’s nature are at-one-ment. 


WHAT THEN DOES holiness mean when 
applied to men? It is not a church, it is not a feeling, 
it is not emotionalism, it is not quitting bad habits, 
it is not bodily exercise. It is the state of the soul 
of man in which the divine nature is imparted by 
the mystical union with the Son of God. When that 
divine nature is imparted there may be great thrills 
of joy, sometimes experiences of ecstasy, and at times 
deep sorrow and heavy burdens for the lost. It was 
the nature of Christ to rejoice in the spirit, but some- 
times He groaned in the spirit. He was on the Mount 
of Transfiguration, but He was also in the Garden 
of Gethsemane. 


We cannot divorce feelings from the experience of 
holiness. Real communion with God stirs the deepest 
emotional faculties of the soul and brings the sweet- 
est joy known to man, but the cause of all these 
emotional feelings is the possession of the divine 
nature. A seeker should seek the One who blesses 
rather than the blessings. There is a corresponding 
mode of life produced by this divine nature. This mode 
of life is the visible effect seen by men. This holiness 
mode of life is caused by the imparted divine nature. 
We may say, therefore, that holiness, when applied 
to man, is a condition of heart that produces a 
corresponding mode of life. Some mock at the pos- 
sibility of man having the divine nature. The text 
says that by God’s great and precious promises we 
are made partakers of the divine nature; He that 
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one, 
for which cause He is not ashamed to call them 
brethren. 

Man can never practice restraint and pursue good 
works to the point of reaching a state of holiness. A 
state of holiness has to be imparted by God and re- 
tained by walking in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16). This 
truth was clearly revealed to the Apostle Paul and 
later to his admirer, Martin Luther. The God-given 
instinct of the holy men of Asia craves this state of 
holiness which is the highest achievement that can 


be reached by a human soul. They try to attain this 
state by physical punishment and extreme asceticism, 
to the extent of ruining their health and deforming 
their bodies; yet they can never reach this state 
until they receive God’s righteousness, the Holy One 
of God, the source and fountain of holiness. 

Let us take a brief, retrospective view of man’s 
nature. Originally, man was created innocent, holy, 
and pure, but through the fall he received a depraved, 
sinful, self-willed nature. This was passed on to all 
the race. A child does not have to be taught to sin; 
the will to sin is inherent in its nature. The inherent, 


. Sinful nature is forever at enmity with God. In Ro- 


mans 1 we see the awful moral abyss into which 
this nature leads man when not restrained by the 
power of God. 

At the time of the call of Abram the race groveled 
in the darkness of depravity and idolatry. There was 
an innate desire in the depths of the human soul 
for help from a higher power. This desire led man 
in his benighted state to worship dumb idols and 
imaginary gods. The gulf between fallen man and the 
omnipotent God was so great that God had to pro- 
gressively reveal Himself. We see one of the early 
revelations of the Eternal to the Hebrew patriarchs 
as Qodesh. This conception of God is one separated, 
dwelling wholly beyond. The English equivalent is 
holy. The idol gods were not infinitely higher than 
men. They were attributed all the passions possessed 
by men. 

Another step in divine revelation is seen in Tsedeg. 
This expresses ethical monotheism. Ethical originally 
meant moral. The one living God is a God concerned 
with right and wrong. The true God has a norm or 
standard. That standard is a moral standard 
or in other words holiness. “Holiness becometh 
thine house, O Lord, for ever,” Psalm 93:5. 
This standard comes out of His separateness or holi- 
ness. The idol gods had no standard. The conscience 
of men, which had been deadened by depravity and 
idolatry, was awakened. The sin question was brought 
into focus. Man was made to realize that the Creator 
is holy and that unholy man cannot have fellowship 
with God. Holiness is not, therefore, a twentieth 
century revelation or even a theological invention of 
the first century. Holiness is an attribute of the eternal 
God. It is one of the fundamental principles that 
govern the universe. 

Therefore, if the gulf is so great between the holy 
Creator and the fallen creature, how can they ever 
have fellowship and be at-one-ment? The nature of 
man has to be miraculously changed to the divine 
nature. This can never be done by man’s effort or 
by good works. It is done by the miraculous power 
of God (Romans 1:16). The Israelites were a chosen 
people but not a changed people. Therefore, they had 
to be restrained by the Law, the heart of which is 
the Ten Commandments. One cannot imagine the 
commandments, thot shalt not kill, thou shalt not 
commit adultery, thou shalt not steal, being grievous 
for the Apostle Paul?to keep after his nature was 
changed and he had God’s righteousness within. Paul 
exerted all of his marvelous faculties in teaching 
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man that God’s righteousness is Jesus Christ, our at- 
one-ment. We also joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received the atone- 
ment (Romans 5:11). 

Righteousness, which cannot be attained by man’s 
effort, is freely bestowed by God’s grace. Righteous- 
ness or holiness is the divine nature within man. A 
person may have had any number of blessings but 
he is not living in the state of holiness unless he is a 
partaker of the divine nature. God’s righteousness is 
a person—Jesus Christ, His Son. In the same sense 
life is a person, the resurrection is a person (John 
11:25). He is the beginning and source of life and 
resurrection. God is a Spirit. Christ dwells in the 
righteous by His Spirit. The Spirit of Christ is not 
an influence or an abstraction, He is a person. The 
state of holiness is maintained by walking in the 
Spirit (Galatians 5:25). 


THE SCRIPTURES admonish us to perfect 
holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1). This perfecting is ac- 
complished by more fully yielding our will to the 
will of Christ. The battlefield is in the realm of the 
will. Satan fell when he exerted his will against 
God’s will. Paul was on the right track when on the 
road to Damascus he humbly asked, “What wilt thou 
have me to do?” In later years he was so yielded to 
the Spirit he could declare, “We have the mind of 
Christ.” If a person has the mind of Christ he will 
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be motivated not only by a desire to get blessings, 
but also by the desire to be a blessing. 

It is pathetic to hear so many exalting a pet 
doctrine as the way of life. Recently I was listening 
to a radio sermon while riding along the highway. 
The speaker was not exalting the Way, the Truth, 
the Life, and the Resurrection. He was exalting his 
pet doctrine which revolved around keeping musical 
instruments out of the church. He seemed to think 
this was the way of life. 

In the early years of my Christian life, when I 
was zealously seeking to perfect holiness in my life, 
an elderly minister visited me many times. His pet 
doctrine, the one he was depending on to bring eternal 
life, was strictly observing a certain day of the week. 
It was very sad to behold him stooped with age, with 
his hair snowy white, trying to gain life by observing, 
almost worshiping, a day. There was no thrill of joy, 
no breath of life in his testimony. It was of no avail 
to explain to him that I had communion with Him 
who is Lord even of the Sabbath day. He became 
exasperated and wanted to Know how I could gain 
holiness without keeping a certain day holy. 

Fasting is a valuable exercise in helping a person 
subdue his will and yield it to Christ, but fasting 
in itself is not holiness. Several years ago a man wrote 
a book which exalted fasting. Fasting became a fad 
with some persons. They pursued this fad until it 
became an obsession. Fasting was the burden of 
their thoughts and conversation. Those who fasted 
longest were referred to in reverent tones as though 
they had accomplished a holy feat. This view of 
fasting is detrimental. If punishing the body makes a 
person holy the holy men of Asia would far surpass 
any western Christian. Fasting is not the end of 
holiness; it is only the means to an end. Fasting 
is beneficial only inasmuch as it helps a person gain 
more of Christ and the divine nature. 

In my early years as a Christian, in order to perfect 
holiness, I subjected myself to a rigid fast schedule 
so punishing that it jeopardized my health. Up to a 
certain point it was beneficial; beyond that it was 
detrimental. Up to the point it helped me shut out 
the world and gain Christ is was beneficial, but as 
the years passed I found that if I missed one of the 
fast days I felt guilty. I found I was depending more 
and more on my fasting instead of God’s righteous- 
ness. My efforts at righteousness were becoming self- 
righteousness. 

Likewise, the Bible doctrine of restitution is good, 
but the work of restitution alone does not make one 
holy. It is only a means to an end. I made restitution 
before I received salvation. In my early ministry I 
overemphasized restitution. I am still a firm believer 
in restitution, but I try to present it in its proper 
setting. I attended the revival of a preacher friend 
whose church gives restitution superemphasis. The 
essence of their preaching was that they had eternal 
life because of restitution. In like manner many per- 
sons look to a specific blessing or feeling of years ago 
instead of obtaining and keeping the divine nature. 

There was once a man who would boast about hav- 
ing a harsh, overbearing, abusive nature, but would 



































dote upon being a stickler for certain blessings in the 
past. This shows a tragic lack of understanding of 
holiness. There was a time when all creatures of 
the universe were holy. Their nature was godlike. The 
colossal tragedy that shook the universe out of the 
holy state of singing together and shouting for joy 
(Job 38:7) began when a created being said “I will 
ascend (Isaiah 14: 13, 14). The “I will ascend” spirit 
will still work havoc today. No doubt Diotrephes was 
a stickler for some dogma or ritual but the “pre- 
eminence” bug had bitten him and injected a virus 
that was death-dealing to the holiness nature 
(3 John 9). 


When Christ came He found the religious leaders 
trying to perfect a religious system instead of trying 
to perfect holiness. They were ignorant of the essence 
of true religion. Just mechanical obedience to a sys- 
tem, even the God-given Mosaic system, could not 
bring a holiness nature. It is true that man was saved 
from perdition by obedience and by offering animal 
sacrifices, but these sacrifices were proto-evangelium. 
They pointed to the perfect sacrifice that would make 
it possible for man to have a new nature. God looked 
forward to the new covenant when He would write 
His law in their hearts, when they would have His 
nature, and holiness would be their natural state. Je- 
sus found the Pharisees splitting theological hairs 
with such obstinacy as though eternal life itself hung 
on the brittle thread of religious technicalities. They 
were not unlike many today who fail to see that 
when the denominational embellishments are swept 
away from the plan of salvation, God is interested in 
holy natures instead of pet dogmas and rituals. 


Jesus TRIED TO SHOW them God’s will. 
He said love was the fulfilling of the Law. The love 
nature is God’s nature. God is love. This nature can- 
not be acquired by effort; it is imparted. Therefore, 
“he that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life,” 1 John 5:12. The 
love principle is the principle that governed the uni- 
verse before Lucifer fell, and it is the principle that 
will govern while eternity rolls on. It is the perfect 
law of liberty (James 1:25; 2:12; 1 Peter 2:16). 
After the restitution of all things when the sons of 
God have entered into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God (Romans 8:21) there will be no 
creature in God’s presence who has a nature 
which has to be curbed by repressive laws. It is a 
dangerous error to believe that there is some myster- 
ious transaction at death that changes a person’s 
nature. Death does not change the nature; it only 
changes the tabernacle of man. If there is any nature 
changing, it has to be imparted in this life. The 
commandments, thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not 
steal, have become superfluous to a soul governed by 
the love principle. Some are naive enough to believe 
that the degree of holiness can be gaged by bodily 
operation or manifestation. A man who is motivated 
by the highest principle in the universe, the God- 
nature principle, can be trusted with another’s wife 
or another’s money in the jungle at midnight many 
miles from civilization. 





This is not eternal security as taught by the modern 
error known by this terminolgy. The holiness person’s 
suffiency is of God (2 Corinthians 3:5). The person 
who has perfected holiness has his affections set on 
things above’ (Colossians 3:2); he is transformed 
(Romans 12:2); he is a stranger and pilgrim here 
(Hebrews 11:13), and uses this world as not abusing 
it (1 Corinthians 7:31). His citizenship is in heaven 
(Philippians 3:20); he is constantly looking for this 
body to be changed (1 Corinthians 15:53); he is in 
the world but not of the world (John 17:16); he has 
his fruit unto holiness (Romans 6:22). 


The modern theory of eternal security is just the 
opposite. It teaches that if a man reverts back into 
subjection to the carnal nature and lives in sin, 
grace still abounds. The answer of the greatest 
theologian of them all to this is, “God forbid” (Ro- 
mans 6:1, 2). A person who is bound by the sin 
principle is not even secure under the law. Sin is 
the transgression of the law. 


How then are we to get closer to God? Paul did 
not say try harder to suppress sinful nature. He did 
not say to punish ourselves physically or to shut the 
world out with stone walls. He said, “Put ye on the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 13:14). When the Gala- 
tians had gone back to observing specific ordinances 
and rituals to gain holiness, Paul made it plain that 
the only way for them to gain holiness and life was 

(Continued on page 12) 
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who are far removed from our present-day 

realm of Christian service, has presented to 
the world an example which every person must follow 
if he is to be a true believer in Christ. Moses has set 
an example in denial—“refusing to be called the son 
of Pharaoh’s daughter”; in decision—“choosing rather 
to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season”; in desire— 
“esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the 
recompence of the reward”; and now if men are to 
make the important decisions made by Moses, they 
must follow him in device—‘By faith he forsook 
Egypt... .” 

Moses, the man of wealth, education, rank, and 
prominence, did not make his decisions for God and 
Christ haphazardly. He was not motivated by any 
frustration of a hopeless misfit seeking compensation 
for rewards unreceived. He did not turn to religion to 
satisfy a psychological urge or to gain victory over 
an inferiority complex. Moses did not forsake Egypt 
and turn to God out of boredom and apathy, searching 
for entertainment and amusement. Nay! But rather 
Moses—in the words of Billy Graham—“. . . considered 
the claims and obligations of religion carefully. He 
realized that if he embraced God, he would have to 
do it at the sacrifice of the things that men usually 
hold most dear. He made no hasty examination. He 
came to no half-considered conclusions under sudden 
impulse or emotional reaction.” Moses viewed his de- 
cision and the stakes it involved; he then stepped upon 
God’s device of faith and made a final choice for time 
and eternity—a choice which burned the bridges and 
barricaded the highways behind—a choice not to be 
shaken by fortune or fate—a choice based upon his 
superior mentality and knowledge which led him to a 
commitment for Christ without reservation or regret— 
a choice based on the device of faith—“By faith he 
forsook Egypt.” 


THE MEANS—“he forsook” 


See now the means whereby the device of faith was 
put into action. Moses forsook; Moses turned his back 
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“By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: 
for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible,’ Hebrews 11:27. 


Last in a series of four sermons 


By Paul L. Walker 
Youth Director of California 


upon; Moses turned around from; Moses headed in 
another direction; Moses repented of; Moses changed 
course from Egypt. This is the means of faith—for- 
saking the world behind. 


When Moses stood at the forks of this decision of 
forsaking his home, his friends, his opportunities, his 
wealth, his honor, his prestige, his character, and his 
entire future, he did not hesitate but rather made the 
break by faith. This is the only means of severing 
relationship with sin and Satan—forsake by faith. Are 
you, my friend, still engaged in trying to forsake? 
Are you continually making futile efforts to leave the 
world behind? Is yours the pool of tears at the altar 
and the subsequent faltering? Is yours the false start 
and the embarrassing fall? Reach up! Clasp the de- 
vice of faith! Grasp the means of this device and for- 
sake your land of Egypt. What is your Egypt? Is it 
wealth? Moses found the reproach of Christ greater 
than the treasures of Egypt. Is it friends or family 
you cannot forsake? Moses refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter even though she had reared 
him in the king’s palace. Is it pleasure? Moses count- 
ed affliction with God’s people more pleasant than the 
pleasures of sin for even a season. Is it society and 
the good times of the world? Moses left the society 
of the king himself to forsake and follow Christ. 
Whatever your Egypt may be, forsake it now. Follow 
the example of Moses and see even a greater example 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hear Him as He admonishes, 
“And every one that hath forsaken houses, or breth- 
ren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or chil- 
dren, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an 
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life” (Mat- 
thew 19:29). 


Moses was able to forsake only by faith. No man can 
turn to God on his own merits and initiative. He must 
forsake by faith. Faith assured Moses that God would 
keep His promises and he forsook Egypt. Faith as- 
sured Moses that God was omnipotent and would 
make the way, and he forsook Egypt. Faith assured 
Moses that God was omniscient and knew the future 
ahead, and he forsook Egypt. Faith revealed to Moses 
that pleasure was fleeting and God was eternal, and 
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Moses forsook Egypt. Faith showed Moses the wrath 
of the king was in no wise comparable to the wrath 
and judgment of God; Moses forsook Egypt. Faith 
taught Moses that suffering and affliction were the 
training instruments in the school of God—the medi- 
cines of purification—the furnaces which burn away 
our dross—the knives that cut the binding ties of the 
world—and Moses forsook Egypt. Faith launched Mo- 
ses beyond the brick kilns and burdens of his people 
where he saw them as God’s chosen ones to whom be- 
longed the adoption, the covenant, the promises, the 
glory, the oracles, the revelation, and the ancestry 
of the Messiah; thus, Moses forsook Egypt. ; 
This is the only way we can absolutely forsake the 
world of sin today. By faith—there is no other way. 
You must come by the means of faith and forsake— 
“without faith it is impossible to please God.” 


THE MISSION—“he endured” 


Moses used the means of faith to forsake Egypt, but 
his motives for so doing were based upon the ultimate 
mission of faith—endurance to see the invisible Christ. 
This enduring faith is defined in the book of Hebrews 
(11:1) as “the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” Thus, faith reaches out 
and makes the mysterious to be understood, the dark 
to be illuminated, the deep to be fathomed, and the 
difficult to be easy. Without this faith the super- 
natural and spiritual cannot be understood by the 
finite, carnal mind. Faith sees the invisible, under- 
stands the imponderable, and logically explains the 
foolishness of preaching and serving God. Moses en- 
dured the sufferings, the privations, the hardships, 
because he saw the mission of faith in its endurance 
to see the invisible brought into visibility through 
Christ. 

Sometime ago in Hawaii, a young serviceman, at- 
tending the convention, was perplexed by the invisi- 
ble things and elements of salvation and faith. He 
could not intellectually comprehend Christ and thus 
he could not be saved. He had heard the voice of mod- 
ernism as it stripped the divinity from Christ, the 
inspiration from Scripture, the gold from heaven, the 
fire from hell, and the blood from the Atonement. 
He had tried to analyze salvation and Christianity in 
a test tube and through the eyes of logic and reason. 
The result, naturally, was confusion, bewilderment, and 
misunderstanding. He came forward sincerely for help 
from God. Kneeling in an altar full of Buddhists, 
Catholics, backsliders, and first-time seekers, all 
searching for help from God, he asked how he might 
know and understand what was happening around 
him as the Spirit of God moved and souls sought 
God. Here is the mission of faith—to reveal the in- 
visible things. Moses endured because he saw Him 
who is invisible. 


I first asked this young man to look up, for here is 
where faith begins—in the creation. Faith became 
Moses’ telescope that looked into the battlements of 
heaven and saw Him who is invisible. Faith became 
the antennae that tuned in the chorus of creation 
which cries “His name shall endure forever”; thus 


Moses endured. Faith took the young man’s hand and 
together they saw the sun lead the chorus, heard the 
moon strike the chord on her silver harp, watched the 
mountains leap and hills dance while the beating 
waves chanted the bass, the winds breathed the bari- 
tone, the birds sang the soprano and the brooks bab- 
bled the alto. These two—faith and youthful heart— 
found the first answer to the invisible—the creation 
of the visible. 


I said in the second place—Look in! Look in the Bi- 
ble. He answered, “Is the Bible true? How can I know?” 
My reply: Grasp the mission of faith. Faith became 
Moses’ teacher that told him the law of God was 
right. Faith becomes our teacher to say no book writ- 
ten over 1,500 years with more than thirty authors 
writing sixty-six different divisions could have the 
unity and central theme the Bible possesses without 
its being divinely inspired. Faith cries that no book 
can utter the prophecies it utters 2,000 years previous 
and then record their fulfillments to the very letter 
unless it be inspired by God. Faith says no book can 
so long endure the persecution of emperors, the criti- 
cism of skeptics, the burning by heretics, the onslaught 
of Satan, save it be written by the “finger of God.” 
Ah! Here is the mission of faith—seeing the invisible 
through faith in the Bible. This is why Moses endured. 


The young man was still hesitant and could not 
grasp belief. I answered then in the third place: Look 
around! The mission of faith points you to those who 
endured. See! Yonder is Matthew! Hé left his money 
tables to follow Christ. The mission of faith did that. 
There is Peter! He left his nets to follow Christ. The 
mission of faith did that. There is Mary Magdalene! 
She was delivered of seven demons and became the 
carrier of the resurrection message. The mission of 
faith did that. Even at that moment I pointed him to 
three Catholic girls who had found peace real to their 
hearts for the first time. Their reaction was “It is 
wonderful.” There appeared the real mission of faith 
before his eyes. There appeared the fact that made 
Moses endure. He saw the experiences of others who 
were seeing the invisible Christ through the mission 
of faith. It was then that the fact of faith struck 
his heart. The Holy Spirit touched his soul. The tears 
came into his eyes. He bowed his head and looked to 
the “author and finisher of our faith” to find the 
faith of Moses, to’ experience salvation and “endure 
as seeing him who is invisible.” 

O intellect! There is no axiom to express faith— 
the device of Moses. There is no test tube in which it 
can be contained. There is no logic to fathom it. There 
is no experiment to measure it. It is an experience. 
Saints of God! Let us never forget the experience in 
Christ. Let us never leave the place and hour in which 
we accepted Him. If it ever be lost, the Spirit will 
leave, the altars will empty, the joy will diminish, the 
shout will be stilled, the burden will flee, Zion will lose 
its travailing spirit and the cribs will be empty. 

Here is the way! Here is the example! Press on! Move 
up! Catch the glimpse of Moses! Deny yourself. Make 
the decision. Have the desire. Use the device. Get in 

(Continued on page 12) 











church—fundamental in her belief, and her 

works. She was a Pentecostal church, but Je- 
sus reproved her, not because of false teachers nor 
heretical doctrines, but because of the lukewarmness 
of the church. Listen to Jesus. “I know thy works, 
that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou 
wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of 
my mouth,” Revelation 3:15, 16. 

She was lukewarm. Many church members today 
are in the same shape as was the church and its 
members at Laodicea. Therefore, the Lord is spueing 
them out of His mouth. 

Our doctrines may be theologically perfect. We may 
have the gifts of the Spirit working and be spirit- 
ually lukewarm. If the fire of God is not burning in 
our meetings, we might as well take down the signs, 
lock the doors of the churches, give the key to the 
enemy and go home. If the fire is not in our preach- 
ing we might as well resign. No person can preach 
until he is first burned out with the fire of conse- 
cration and prayer. God’s Word tells us that He has 
made His ministers such. Of the angels He said, “Who 
maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame 
of fire,” Hebrews 1:7. If we are real ministers of God, 
we will be ministers of fire, burning for God and for 
lost souls. We must have such passion for lost souls 
that we are willing to do anything to see the lost 
come to Jesus. A minister without a burning desire 
to see souls saved is not in the right calling. A laity 
that is not hungry to see the lost come to Jesus, and 
to see the church grow, is not where it should be in 
the Lord. 

We have church members today who are satisfied 
with the little crowd they have in their churches, and 
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want no more to come in for fear others will get 
their places in the church. One of our preachers told 
me recently of one of his members who was having 
to give up his teaching position for a time. The teach- 
er said, “I don’t know what the church will do while 
I can’t be a teacher.” The preacher said to me, “We 
have plenty of people who are qualified teachers, 
but this person thinks the church cannot operate 
without him.” We have plenty in the church today 
who feel the same way this person did. Anyone in 
such a condition, whether preacher or laity, needs to 
go to the altar and pray the fire down on his soul. 

We may be oratorical, homiletical, fundamental, 
theological, and philosophical, but if we do not have 
the fire of God behind our preaching, and the life 
we live, we are not Pentecostal. To be Pentecostal 
is to let your light shine. Jesus said, “Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your good’ 
works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven,” 
Matthew 5:16. The Pentecostal people who do not 
have the fire of God burning in their souls should 
vacate the pulpits and the pews of the Holiness 
churches, or else repent in dust, ashes, and sack- 
cloth until they are a burning, flaming torch of Holy 
Ghost and fire. “I indeed baptize you with water 
unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to 
bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and 
with fire,” Matthew 3:11. 

We must, to please God and to lead others to the 
Cross, be a flame for God, and a white-hot torch. 
Listen to the apostle: “That ye may be blameless 
and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among 
whom ye shine as lights in the world,’ Philippians 
2:15. 

What made John the Baptist such a powerful 
preacher? Surely it was not the clothes he wore. He 
had only a skin about his loins. It could not have 
been his education, for he had no degrees. It could 
not have been his family background, for his father 
was the poorest of the priests. What then was it? 
It was the flaming torch of the fire of God that 
was in his soul. Jesus said of John, “He was a burning 
and a shining light,” John 5:35. If we would spend 
more time praying instead of playing church, we 
would have more fire in our souls. If we would spend 
more time growing in the Spirit instead of grumbling 
about what hard times we are having, we could have 
the fire of God burning in our souls. 

I am not saying that the Church is backsliding, 

(Continued on page 12) 
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FORMULA 
FOR SUCCESS— 


W-A-T-C-H 


By Eloise Martin Benfield 


Macon, Georgia 


“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak,” 
Matthew 26:41. 


HESE WORDS, which were spoken by our Lord 

. } Jesus Christ nearly two thousand years ago, 

are still true today. The flesh is weak; there- 

fore, Jesus teaches us to do two things that will keep 
us from yielding to the flesh—watch and pray. 


Watch Our Words. To be strong in the Lord we have 
to watch our words. The things we say can show us 
to be either a Christian or a sinner. Words should be 
considered with great care before they are spoken, 
because once they are spoken, they can never be re- 
called. Speak words of encouragement to your fellow 
men and talk often of the Lord, and Satan will soon 
have to take his flight. Perhaps when we speak a kind 
word, a soul is saved, the burden of someone is 
lightened, or a life is made happy that otherwise 
might have gone astray. 


Watch Our Actions. The statement “Your actions 
speak so loud, I cannot hear what you say” has often 
been made about people. When persons act unkind 
and unholy it causes others to lose respect for them. 
We must watch the way we act each day. 


Watch Our Thinking. “Out of the abundance of the 
heart, the mouth speaketh.” What we think is what 
determines the type of person we shall be. A mind 
filled with filth and low things can never be a bless- 
ing for God or to anyone until it is cleansed by 
God’s power. A mind can be a gold mine or a reservoir 
when it is filled with good thoughts. This can be ac- 
complished by reading God’s Word, good Christian 
biographies, novels and good Christian literature, and 





by associating with good Christian people. On the other 
hand, a mind can be a garbage can or junk yard 
which collects anything from anywhere, no matter 
how filthy. Which will yours be? The Bible tells us, 
“For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he,’ Proverbs 
23:7. The Bible also gives us the ingredients of a well- 
balanced mind. Philippians 4:8, “Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these things.” 


Watch Our Companions. “Birds of a feather flock 
together” is an old adage with very much significance 
today. “He that walketh with wise men shall be wise; 
but a companion of fools shall be destroyed,” Proverbs 
13:20. A good name is a treasure of great price; 
therefore, we must watch our companions and friends 
and walk circumspectly before God and the world. 


Watch Our Habits. Habit is a little word but a great 
mountain to conquer. Everyone has habits, either good 
or bad. We must have good habits, such as going: to 
church, working for the Lord, reading good whole- 
some literature, having a good hobby and always 
showing the right attitude. We must leave such habits 
as smoking, drinking, petting, gambling, and missing 
church alone. Now, we have followed the first step 
with the Lord in watching our words, actions, thoughts, 
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companions, and habits; let us go the second step 
with the Lord and that is praying. 


PRAYER IS a flowing river, at whose gold- 
en brink some stop and drink while others go away 
and thirst.” Without prayer in our lives, we will surely 
be failures. Lack of prayer is the cause of failure in 
many lives today. Some trust too much in them- 
selves, but God warns us against that. In Jeremiah 
17:5 the Lord warns us, “Thus saith the Lord; Cursed 
be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh 
his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord.” 
The arm of flesh is weak and if we trust in it, we 
are complete failures in life. King Hezekiah spoke to 
the children of Israel before going to battle, warning 
them to lean on the Lord for their support, “With 
him (the enemy) is an arm of flesh; but with us is 
the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our battles,” 
2 Chronicles 32:8. The praying Christian can resist 
the devil and shun the very appearance of evil, which 
God in His Word tells us to do. God’s Word teaches us 
te “trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, amd he shall direct thy paths,” 
Proverbs 3:5, 6. Those who lean on the arm of flesh 
cannot, please God. “So then they that are in the 
flesh cannot please God,” Romans 8:8. The arm of 
flesh will let you down when troubles and adversity 
come your way; but the strong arm of Christ will 
hold you when everything else seems to fail you. 

In the Garden of Gethsemane Peter and the other 
disciples fell asleep instead of praying as Jesus had 
asked them to do. “Could you not pray with me one 
hour?” came the question from Jesus to His disciples. 
He is still asking us, “Can’t you spend one hour of 
prayer today for lost souls who are dying without 
Me?” How many of us even spend one hour in prayer 
each week? The world can be moved with revival if 
the people of God will humble themselves and pray. 
What we need today is more “knee action” and less 
“tongue action.” “Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter in- 
to temptation; the spirit truly is ready, but the flesh 
is weak,” Mark 14:38. 

We have to watch and pray to be able to march 
forward and fight the devil and sin. Galatians 5:19-21 
tells what we must fight against; therefore, let us 
use the two greatest weapons God has given us— 
watching and praying. Then we can say with Paul, 
the great soldier of the cross, “I can do all things 
through Christ (not through myself) which strength- 
enth me.” We can sing with God’s people everywhere, 
“What have I to dread, what have I to fear? leaning 
on the everlasting arms; I have blessed peace with 
my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms.” 


WA 


WHAT IS HOLINESS? 
(Continued from page 7) 
to “travail in birth again until Christ be formed in 
you” (Galatians 4:19). 
The original purpose for monasteries and convents 
were meritorious. The idea was to shut out the world 
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and attractions of sin with stone walls. Men later 
learned that sinful nature can have a heyday be- 
hind stone walls. Paul could rub elbows with the 
harlots and publicans and live in the licentious Greek 
cities and shut the world out more effectively than 
others do with stone walls. He had Christ within. His 
imparted divine nature delighted to do the will of 
God. He cast down imaginations and brought into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ 
(2 Corinthians 10:5) He could cry with victory in the 
midst of the cities of sin, “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me” (Galatians 2:20). This is holiness. 


WA 


MOSES—AN EXAMPLE IN DEVICE 
(Continued from page 9) 


stride with Moses. Measure your steps with him, for 
“by faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treas- 
ures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recom- 
pence of the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not 
fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as 
seeing him who is invisible’ (Hebrews 11:24-27). 


WA 


WHERE IS THE FIRE? 
(Continued from page 10) 


but we need to rekindle the fire, so as not to come 
short in the things that will please God; we must not 
try to hide behind the Scripture in Isaiah 55:11, 
“My word ... shall not return unto me void.” The 
preacher who has souls saved will have to preach the 
gospel “with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven,” 
1 Peter 1:12. The sacrifice without the fire is useless. 
The fire showed that it had been accepted. 

Let the cold, lifeless, formal professors of religion 
say what they like about us. We must have the fire; 
we must retain the fire. We must, if it has grown 
dim, rekindle the fire. We must have the fire re- 
gardless of the cost. 


On the Day of Pentecost, there were 120 flames of 
fire loosed on the world, and it has spread like wild 
fire in the dry plains. When they prayed, the rooms 
shook where they were. Why? Because they had the 
fire burning. The prison chains became fuel for the 
fire, and they sent their songs heavenward. The prison 
was shaken and the doors of the prison were opened. 
No wonder they drew the multitude. They had the 
fire of God burning in their souls. 

Whether we are Sunday School teachers, pastors, 
evangelists, deacons, officers in the church, or just 
members, we all need the fire burning in us. Nothing 
short of a burning, blazing, white-hot soul-winner 
will please God. Did not Jesus say, “Follow me, and 




















I will make you fishers of men”? We should travail 
for lost souls. Did not Jesus say, “For the son of man 
is come to seek and to save that which was lost’? 
If we are to be like Jesus, it will be our burning 
passion and desire to see souls saved. 

Today many things are sapping the victory out of 
people. Pleasures, ease, sports, carnality, and other 
worldly things have quenched the fire of God in the 
hearts of many Christians. 

The desire for television, radio, concerts, novels, 
and other things of the world, has extinguished the 
fire of God and the burden for lost souls. Did not 
Jesus say this would happen? “Because iniquity shall 
abound, the love of many shall wax cold,” Matthew 
24:12. 

Where, in these last days, is the fire that once drove 
you to your knees in earnest prayer for lost souls; 
that fire that caused you to weep because there were 
souls hell-bound; the fire that was in your bones 
and you could not keep it hid? 

The devil is an expert in getting people to make 
excuses. My friend, we are without excuses. No matter 
what we do, if we are not winning souls for Jesus, 
then we are failures, and we need to repent in sack- 
cloth, ashes and dust, until we are a burning, blazing, 
white-hot flame for God. 


A BLUEPRINT OF PRAYER 
(Continued from page 3) 


The next words, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven,” speak of personal 
consecration to the Lord. When we finish adoring and 
praising the Lord, we are to consecrate our lives so 
that we may be ready for the kingdom, and that we 
may be yielded completely to His divine will. We must 
make God’s will our will. 

It is not until this point in the prayer that Jesus 
told His disciples to mention their personal needs or 
desires. Do you see how wrong we have been when we 
have begun our prayers abruptly by calling out to God 
the things we want? First, we must establish com- 
munion with Him, and come into His presence as dear 
children. Then we are to pray, “Give us this day our 
daily bread.” Since God knows what things we have 
need of before we ask Him, we simply ask for the 
need of the day and leave the future in His care. No 
doubt, He meant for us to ask for the spiritual bread 
as well as the temporal (John 6:33, 48). I find that 
the more we yearn for the spiritual bread the less we 
are anxious about the physical. We are then to pray, 
“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 
We cannot ask or expect forgiveness from the Lord if 
we refuse to forgive those who have offended us. If we 
pray, holding grudges in our hearts, God cannot ac- 
cept the prayer and cannot forgive us. 

“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.” God does not tempt men to sin, but at 
times He permits our faith to be tried. The word “evil” 
means harm, hurt, or sorrow, as well as sin. Actually 


our prayer, then, should be that God keep us from 
sorrow, harm, and sin. 

The end of our prayer is much like its beginning 
—sincere praise to God. “For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” 

True prayer begins with an outpouring of praise 
and it ends with praise to God. By analyzing the 
model of prayer given to us by the Lord, we can see 
that often we have begun prayer in the middle and 
ended in the middle. True prayer is unhurried and 
sincere. True prayer is the humble communion be- 
tween God and man—much more than many have 
thought it to be. 

We are in great need today of people who really 
pray. You should make prayer the foundation of 
your Christian life. You can do this only by under- 
standing completely what prayer really is, and then 
by devoting yourself to it. We have the Lord’s plan of 
prayer—then we should pray. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL 
It’s New! it’s Different! It’s Stimulating! 


REDIGGING THE WELLS 


and 
Other Sunday School Addresses 


A new publication of Sunday School 
messages delivered at the Conven- 
tions sponsored by the National 
Sunday School Association. The five (iim 
addresses are historical, informa- fay uk 
tive, devotional, instructive, stim- 
ulating and challenging. The chap- 
ters are: 


“REDIGGING THE WELLS’— 
James DeForest Murch 
“A FORCEFUL FORMULA”— 
Edward D. Simpson 
“THE SOUL OF A TEACHER’— 
Paul S. Rees 
“VITAL VITAMINS FOR SUNDAY 
SCHOOL VICTORY”— 
Clate A. Risley 
" O IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
JOHNNY?”— Arvid F. Carlson 





A must for every pastor, Sunday School worker 
and layman. Paper bound. 72 pages. 
Price, 75c each. 





Take time to work—it is the price of success; 

Take time to think—it is the source of power; 
Take time to play—it is the secret of perpetual youth; 
Take time to read—it is the foundation of wisdom; 
Take time to worship—it is the highway to reverence; 
Take time to be friendly—it is the road to happiness; 
Take time to dream—it is hitching our wagon to a 

star; 
Take time to love and be loved—it is the privilege 
of the gods—Anonymous. 
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Northwest Bible College 


The Northwest Bible and Music 
Academy was born of an urgent 
need to help fulfill the great com- 
mission of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ to teach all nations. 
Ministers and laymen of the North- 
west began to realize shortly after 
the Church of God became estab- 
lished in this area the need for a 
Bible school to train workers for 
the Lord’s vineyard. Out of this 
deep concern the Northwest Bible 
and Music Academy became a re- 
ality in 1934. For twenty-two years 
it has provided Christian educa- 
tion for the young people of the 
Northwest and proposes to continue 
this work in a greater way. 

In the fall of 1956 it became ap- 
parent that the school must change 
its status to meet the needs of the 
young people of this area. Many 
of them were going elsewhere to 
obtain their college work. There- 
fore, it was decided to raise the 
school both academically and scho- 
lastically to the junior Bible col- 
lege level. On December 4, 1956, 
under the administration of W. P. 
Stallings, President, the school be- 
came the Northwest Bible College. 
For the first time in its history the 
school now offers the Associate of 
Arts degree in both the Bible Col- 
lege department and the Liberal 
Arts eee on For the first time 
in its history all the members of its 
faculty have degrees from out- 
standing colleges of this country. 
Its curriculum has been made 
conform to those of other junior 
Bible colleges and provides a well- 
balanced education in the religious 
as well as the academic field. 

The cover picture is a picture of 
the students of our first full year 
of junior Bible college. —Reporter 


Progress in Georgia 


DORAVILLE, Ga.—There are a 
few interesting things ag ag 
here in Georgia that you might like 
to know. 

In December we had what was 
known as “Georgia Day” at Lee 
College. There was quite a bit of 
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enthusiasm for the occasion. I 
believe we had around 230 or 240 
people from Georgia participating. 
Many of these were prospective 
students for Lee College. 

Among these was a group of high 
school students from Thomasville 
Georgia. They had been er 
to Lee by their pastor and his wife. 
They returned home so thrilled to 
know that they belonged to a 
Church that is making such pro- 
eee as they saw here at the state 

eadquarters, at General Head- 
quarters, and at Lee College. This 
group began to pray and as a re- 
sult a great revival broke out the 
week following Christmas. Without 
a planned revival 40 were saved, 
15 sanctified, 9 baptized with the 
Holy Ghost and 24 added to the 
Church. 


Since this time it seems that a 
revival spirit has gripped the hearts 
of our people throughout Georgia. 
We have many reports such as that 
of the Savannah pastor who re- 
a 9 were saved and 8 received 
he baptism of the Holy Ghost in 
we een service last Sunday 

preached for the small church 
at Hartwell, Georgia, a few Sunday 
pone o and 5 were saved and 2 
filled with the Holy Ghost. 

Valdosta, Georgia, where Brother 
Hubert S. Norris is the pastor, re- 
ports 50 saved, 45 sanctified, 45 
filled with the Holy Ghost and 25 
additions to the Church. Sister 
Irene Hillhouse was the evangelist. 

A little country church known 
as Big Oaks, in South Georgia, 
sends a very fine report. Brother 
G. A. Lewis, the pastor, states that 
in the last 3 or 4 Sunday nights 
bo have had from 2 to 7 saved 
each night and from 4 to 6 addi- 
tions to the Church. Brother Lewis 
said that in all of his ministry he 
has never seen such an awakening 
as is prevalent in his community. 

The 29th Street Church in Co- 
lumbus, Georgia, where L. O. Peck 
is tor, is in a great revival. To 
date there have been 48 saved, 21 
sanctified, 21 baptized with the 
Holy Ghost and 37 added to the 
Church. 

I was privileged to attend the 
Hemphill Church here in Atlanta, 


the other Sunday night. Brother 
Jerry Goff was to be a revival; 
however, during the singing, con- 
viction seized the hearts of people 
and near 50, it seemed, rushed to 
the altar spontaneously. Several 
were saved and a number filled 
with the Holy Ghost. Brother Paulk 
had preached that morning on the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost; his en- 
tire service was televised. A prom- 
inent lady from the First Baptist 
Church was watching the program, 
and because of the fervent manner 
in which Brother Paulk presented 
this glorious message of Pentecost, 
she said, “Lord, that is the thing 
my heart has been pracy | for 
all of these years. I just didn’t know 
about it.” As she sought God, the 
Holy Ghost fell upon her while 
Brother Paulk preached. 

There are many, many good re- 
ports coming from the fferent 
eet yet throughout Georgia stating 
hat the revival fire is burning in 
their regular Sunday = serv- 
ices. We do pray that t spirit 
will gain momentum as the weeks 
& by and that by April, the time 
or our simultaneous revival, we 
will be able to report numbers of 
souls won for Christ and the 
Church. —W. E. Johnson 

Overseer of Georgia 


New Church in California 

POPLAR, Calif—The Church of 
God at Poplar, California, is mov- 
ing forward for God. It was set in 
order in a tent on January 7, 
1950, with 18 members. 

We praise the Lord for a won- 
derful pastor, Brother George 
Akin, and family, who came on 
July 3, 1950. Since then the mem- 
bership has grown to 76. 

The beautiful church and par- 
sonage have been built, and the 
Sunday School rooms are almost 
completed. 

The church Property is estimated 
at $19,000 and we owe only $2,- 
074.86 now. 

We had a wonderful revival with 
Brother and Sister Bob Graham; 
this revival started October 27, 1957, 
and continued through November 
17, 1957. 

On November 10, 1957, our state 
overseer, Brother Ralph E. Wil- 
liams, came and dedicated our en- 
tire church avenge f 

—Wenoka Hilliard, reporter 


























® © family devotions 


MRS. F. W. GOFF, Mt. Vernon, Illinois 


Memory Verse: “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and 


the Father in the name of our Lor 


Monday, March 24 
Scripture, Psalm 103 


“Full are the gates of prayer, 
Empty the gates of praise; 
te angels fold their snow- 
white wings 
And ~ ema in mute amaze!” 
Gratitude is one of the greatest 
virtues. Form the habit of praising 
before asking. “Delight thy self also 
in the Lord; and he shall give thee 
the desires of thine heart.” Shake- 
speare said, “How like a serpent’s 
tooth is an unthankful child.” 


Give us, O Lord, a_ thankful 
heart. 


Tuesday, March 25 
Scripture, Proverbs 28:18-20 


“A faithful man shall abound 
with blessings.” Now the word 
abound means to be in great 7. 
to be copiously supplied. This 
God’s will for your life—that it may 
be full of blessings. Sometimes we 
see Christians who, instead of 
abounding in the Lord, are stunt- 
ed. Surely they are not faithful. 
Let us examine our lives, be faith- 
ful in all that His Word requires. 
Then will our joy be full and our 
crown secure. For Jesus Himself 
said, “Be thou faithful unto death, 
_ I will give thee a crown of 

e.” 


Open our eyes to our duties and 
help us to be faithful. 


Wednesday, March 26 
Scripture, Matthew 9:1-8 


Words of cheer are always wel- 
come. In Matthew we read of Je- 
sus os to the man sick of 
palsy, “Be o cheer; thy sins 
be forgiven thee.” There are no 
words that will gladden the heart 
like unto these. On another oc- 
casion the disciples were in great 
danger and out of the night they 
heard these words, “Be of _ 
cheer; it is I, be not afraid.” ese 
are words we long for daily—the 
cheer of com mship. In the 
midst of seeming defeat, Jesus 
spoke to His disciples, “Be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
This is the cry of victory. To be 


Jesus Christ,” Ephesians 5:20. 


forgiven of our sins, to walk daily 
with Jesus will, ultimately, make 
us overcomers. 


Help us to know, blessed Jesus, 
that Thy coming is nigh and that 
through Thy grace we can triumph. 


Thursday, March 27 
Scripture, John 15:1-8 


“... Abide in me.” The secret of 
fruit-bearing is to abide in Christ. 
The branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself. Neither can we. There has 
to be that personal contact with 
Christ. Through Him we gain 
spiritual bea, and vitality. Je- 
sus said, ‘Herein is my Father glo- 
rified, that ye bear much fruit.” 
Here is the test or criterion before 
the world. Profession is not enough. 
Church membership alone will not 
do. The only real proof that we are 
Christians is that our lives bear 
the precious fruit of holiness. 


Lord Jesus, fill us anew with 
Thy spirit. 


Friday, March 28 


Scripture, Psalm 2:12—Blessed are 
they that trust. 


“I will not doubt, though all my 
ships at sea 

Come drifting home with broken 
masts and sails; 

I shall believe the Hand which 
never fails 

From seeking evil worketh good 
for me; 

And — I weep because those 
sails are battered, 

Still will I cry, while my best hopes 
lie shattered, 

‘I trust in Thee.’” 

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox 


Dear Master, fill us with con- 
fidence and assurance. Give us 
courage to trust Thee. 


Saturday, March 29 
Scripture, Galatians 5:22-26 


Be an amiable Christian. Nothing 
brightens the day like cheerfulness. 
Being a Christian does not mean 
we have to be serious always. Chris- 


tianity also makes one joyous and 
happy. The fruit of the nae is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance: against such 
there is no law. Everyone desires 
happiness, and if you want your 
testimony to be effective, let hap- 
piness radiate from your life. A 
merry or glad heart is one of the 
attributes of piety. 


Help us to rejoice in Thy salva- 
_ to let our cups overflow with 
joy. 








Pray for my son to be saved. 
Mrs. Bessie Ray 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 


Pray for my daughter that she 
will serve God 


‘A Christian Mother 
Orlando, Florida 


Pray for my home. I have a 


serious problem. 
Mrs. Ruth Carter 
Albany, Georgia 


Ain { for me and my wife to be 
healed. Frank Yancey 
Weatherford, Texas 


Pray for a special unspoken re- 
quest. Mrs. E. E. Trumbo 
Tullos, Louisiana 


Pray for my brother who has 7. 

an operation for a cancer on 

face. Mrs. Eula Crum 
Baltimore, Maryland 
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Any 10 tor $1.98 





pecial Book Club Offer ¢ 


Cheech Any 10 


Regular 


One Master 
Oo Ahira, Prince of Naphtali 
A Land I Will Show Thee 
Mended Wings 
The Kingdom Within 
Answered Prayer on the Mission Field 
a) A Call to the Unconverted 
oO From Nation to Nation 
Moon Over Rio Grande 
Quest for Tomorrow 
oO Mount Up With Wings 


’ * e . 
Ministerial 
oO Faith Is Power for You 
The Uneasy Conscience of Modern 
Fundamentalism 
Consider Paul 
Positive Protestantism 
Oo Children’s Story Sermons for Today 
On Toward the Goal 
Design for Christian Living 
Oo Were You There? 
A Free World 
Lord of All 
71 The Word in Season 
The Mighty Saviour 
OD The Upward Call 
oO Spires of the Spirit 
Walking in the Light 
im The Field of Honor 


UP TO $20.00 value in publishers’ editions 
when you join the Pathway Book Club and 
agree to take as few as 4 selections out of 
12 to be offered within the year. 


Junior 


oO The Harrison Road Mystery 
Tr) The Chicken Devil Mystery 
im The Shanghai Mystery 
George of the Parsonage 
ia Little Feather and the River of Grass 
Prince and Princess of Happiness Valley 
oO Little Feather and the Mystery Mine 
Oo Treasure in the Andes 
oO Island Summer 
Little Bruin and Per 
O Daybreak at Sampey Place 
CO] Poplar Street Park 


SENSATIONAL OFFER! 


SAVE 50% ON PATHWAY BOOK 
CLUB EXTRAS 


Each month a nondividend Pathway Book 
Club extra will be offered at up to a 50% 
discount in addition to the current selec- 
tion which usually is offerei at the pub- 
lisher’s price. 


GET A BONUS BOOK 


You will receive ABSOLUTELY FREE a 
“bonus” book for every four selections you 
purchase at publisher’s price, after your 
first selection. 


SEND NO MONEY 


Receive any 10 books on this page for 
only $1.98, plus a few cents postage, when 
you join the Pathway Book Club. There- 
after, you will receive the “Book Path,” 
which describes forthcoming selections. 


ACT NOW! If not delighted with your in- 
troductory TEN-BOOK bargain, return all 
— and your membership will be can- 
ce ; 


This offer is not available to present members unless they join an additional division. 
SEND NO MONEY! 





Pathway Book Club, 922 Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee 
Enroll me as a Pathway Book Club member. Send me at once ten books checked on 


this page and bill me ONLY $1.98 FOR ALL 10. 


, plus a small shipping charge. I understand 


that I need only buy four additional selections to keep these 


Also send me my first issue of the “Book Path,” tellin 
current book selections and other bargains for members. 


me about new forthcoming 
may notify you in advance 


if I do not wish the following month’s selection. I do not have to accept a book every 
month—only four a year. I will send a payment for each book within 30 days. 


NO-RISK GUARANT: 
will be cancelled. 


EE: If not delighted, return all books in 7 days and membership 


(Check the division you wish to join) 


[_] Regular 


Nartié 2265 coos 


Address 





C] Ministerial 


Please Print 


CJ Junior 























